Spring 2017 Newsletter
Advocating for Change

Melanie and MLA Adrian Dix
face off at Gladstone
Secondary, Nov 28

Melanie attends the 26th annual Women’s
Memorial March, Feb 14

Melanie and Opposition Leader John
Horgan at Lunar New Year, Jan 17

Melanie and her colleagues MLA
Claire Travena and Opposition leader John
Horgan visit the Port of Vancouver

Melanie visits LA Matheson
school in Surrey, Jan 18

Melanie attends the Green
Jobs BC Conference, Nov 24

Melanie celebrates Senior’sDay at Cedar
Cottage Neighbourhood House, Oct 1
Melanie gives the grad commencement
speech at Adler University, Oct 29

HAPPY SPRING!

A MESSAGE
FROM MELANIE

CHILDREN,YOUTH AND
FAMILIES

February 2nd, 2017 marks one year since my election as the
MLA for Vancouver-Mount Pleasant. I am honoured to be
your MLA. This role has allowed me to use my years of
experience as a child and youth advocate to push for
legislative change in B.C. It has also challenged me to expand
my scope and learn about the important challenges facing our
province.

In August I was named as the Official opposition spokesperson for
children and family development. This means I am tasked with
holding the current government accountable to their plans and
mandate for the Ministry of Children and Family Development. This
job has kept me busy, travelling around B.C. to hear what families,
front line workers and service providers have been dealing with for
16 years under the current government.

As a member of the Official Opposition led by John Horgan,
my job is to hold Christy Clark and the current B.C. Liberal
government accountable on issues that matter most to my
constituents.

I was also appointed as Deputy chair of the Select Standing
Committee for Children and Youth, which is where the B.C.
Representative for Children and Youth reports to and presents
their reports.The RCY office has put out a number of reports in the
last few months that offer a number of recommendations to
improve the current system. These investigations indicate how
troubling things are for vulnerable kids in B.C. Here is a quick
snapshot of some of the stories, more can be found in the media
and on my website melaniemarkmla.ca, or at rcybc.ca:

From increased homelessness, to a shortage of affordable
rentals, to an overheated real estate market, housing has been
a top concern. The fentanyl crisis also highlighted the
inadequate supports available to our most vulnerable citizens,
while the threat of school closures in VMP placed an
additional stress on students, families and teachers. All of
these issues require urgent attention on a Provincial level.
Affordability in general is a complex issue that cuts across
many aspects of people’s lives. People are feeling squeezed by
the rising cost of living through increased ICBC and Hydro
rates and MSP premiums. This is why we advocate for a
$10/day childcare plan, a $15/hour minimum wage and putting
an end to MSP premiums.

“Homelessness, Housing, Fentanyl, School
Closures, Affordability - all of these issues
require urgent attention on a Provincial level”
My New Democrat colleagues and I know that we must be
strong stewards for the environment. We are strongly opposed
to Kinder Morgan tanker traffic, and are commited to
protecting our precious coastline by transitioning to a green
economy, investing in clean energy through PowerBC, and
implementing clean public transit through our LetsGetMoving
plan. This will protect valuable resources, create jobs for
British Columbians, and direct us towards a sustainable
future. We will implement the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission’s 94 calls to action, two
foundational documents grounded in mutual respect for
Indigenous people in B.C.
Reflecting on Reconciliation - the B.C. Legislature resumed
on February 14th, which is the date of the annual Women’s
Memorial March. This march honours Missing and Murdered
Indigenous women and girls. I did not attend the Legislsature
on February 14th. With the full support of John Horgan and
the BC NDP Caucus, I marched in solidarity with my
community.
Best,

MelanieMarkMLA.ca

A Tragedy in Waiting: Sep 8, 2016 - centers around an
Indigenous child named Chester, who repeatedly asked for help and
mental health support. He waited for over 2 years on waitlists
before taking his own life on his school grounds.
Too Many Victims: Oct 4, 2016 - focuses on the sexual
victimization of 121 children in the foster system. This investigation
showed that Indigenous girls are highly overrepresented in these
abuse statistics.
Last Resort: Oct 20, 2016 - illustrates how hard it is for youth
dealing with substance abuse issues to access public substance use
treatment. Nick’s family felt their only choice to get him treatment
was to involve the justice system. Nick tragically died at age 17.
Broken Promises: Feb 6, 2017- exposes the story of Alex
Gervais, a Metis boy who took his own life in a hotel in Abbotsford
months before aging out of the foster care system. This case shows
how Alex was denied a chance to be with his extended family.
Themes that emerge from all of these reports are the lack of
cultural connection for Indigenous children, the trend of this
government contracting out services with little oversight, and
cutting important programs like mental health support and
substance abuse treatment, leaving long wait lists for children in
distress.
These are incredibly hard hitting stories to hear but they are sadly
the reality for many children in government care. We need a
government who will act like a prudent parent and look after their
children, allocating funds in a responsible way to help keep families
together and prevent serious tragedies like the ones described in
these reports. Kids have a right to thrive. I feel a strong duty to be
a voice for the most vulnerable children in the province.

THIS SEASON AS YOUR MLA
This season has been one of real connection in my
constituency. There was no fall legislative season so my
colleagues and I in the official opposition were not able to do a
vital part of our jobs, representing you in the BC Legislature
through debates, Question Period and Member Statements.
This meant I had to work extra hard to advocate for my
constituents’ concerns, by raising awareness through my social
media feeds and lobbying the media to cover the issues that
matter in Vancouver-Mount Pleasant. However, it also meant
much more time in the community with you!
Here are some highlights from the last few months.

Community members celebrate
National Child Day

Collaborated with
the community
• Visited seniors residences to discuss the role of Provincial
government
• Attended rallies and collected petitions against east side
school closures
• Met with a wide variety of service providers and small
businesses
• Spoke about governance and self-advocacy at the
Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre
• Attended town halls and met with Insite, the Vancouver
Chief of Police Adam Palmer and Drug Policy expert
Donald McPherson on solutions for the Fentanyl Crisis
• Co-hosted a town hall on Education with MLAs George
Heyman, Adrian Dix and Mable Elmore
• Joined the Carnegie centre for their world AIDS day
activities
• Participated in the Welfare Food Challenge

Open house for National Child Day
We opened our office again on November 21st for National
Child Day. Community members, children, parents and teachers
were in attendance to celebrate with us and learn about
Children’s Rights. We were happy to provide food from some
great local small businesses including Sweet Cheribum, East Van
Pizza, Banditas and Broadway Sushi.

Melanie asked former youth in care
what would have helped them thrive
when they aged out of care at age 19.
Watch the video at www.MelanieMarkMLA.ca.

Raised
awareness
online and
in the Media
• Appeared on CBC’s ‘On the Coast’ with Stephn Quinn to
discuss a series of reports from the Representative
for Children and Youth and the state of government care
• Created a video with former youth in Care called
#Thriving not Suriviving
• Participated in the #We Matter campaign - suicide
prevention for Indigenous youth
• Tweeted about child + youth mental health for #BellLetsTalk
• Wrote an op-ed in the Georgia Straight about school
closures

Melanie attends the Rally
against Kinder Morgan

Melanie participates in
Remembrance Day ceremonies

Supported culture,
diversity and the arts

• Spoke at the BC Assembly of First Nations
• Spoke at a number of schools around the Lower Mainland
about Reconciliation in Action
• Attended the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs Hanukkah
Celebration
• Attended Hobiyee, Nisga’a New Year
• Participated in over a dozen Lunar New Year events
• Met with local publishers from Arsenal Pulp Press,
Anvil Press, Greystone Books and Talon Books
• Went to as many Christmas Craft fairs as humanly possible!

Volunteers stuff red pockets for Lunar
New Year - Year of the Rooster!

Melanie and John Horgan attend the
All Native Basketball Tournament in
Prince Rupert
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Phone: 604-660-0707
Fax: 604-398-3711
Email: Melanie.Mark.MLA@leg.bc.ca
Address: 1070-1641 Commercial Drive (at E. 1st Ave.)

Office hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00am-4:30pm
(closed 12:30-1:30pm)
Friday: 9:00am-12:00pm

MelanieMarkMLA.ca
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MOUNT PLEASANT
PRIDE

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

Community
Response to the
Fentanyl Crisis
I want to recognize the dedication
that first responders, front line
workers, peers and volunteers have
shown while preventing overdoses
and saving the lives of people living
with addiction issues in Vancouver
and across the Province. Thank you
for your commitment to this work.
We will continue to advocate for
the Provincial Government to take
action. If you have been affected by
this crisis, the DTES Neighourhood
house holds a weekly grief and loss
group Sundays at 6:30pm.

City of Vancouver Call 311 for information
about municipal services.
Vancouver Mayor
Gregor Robertson-

Melanie and her colleague MLA
Selina Robinson, critic for
Mental Health and Addictions,
meet with Jennifer Breakspear,
the new Executive Director for
PHS Community Services
Society, an organization that
provides harm reduction based
health services and housing in
Vancouver.

UPCOMING
EVENTS
MARCH WORKSHOP SERIES
Fridays in March, my community office is planning to host a variety
of workshops dedicated to skills building and self advocacy. We are
inviting organizations from our community to share their resources
and offer tools to navigate some of the more challenging systems in
our Province. Previous workshops included housing advocacy and
benefits for Seniors. For more information please contact my office.

March 17 - Employment

Employment specialists from MOSIAC will host a workshop
on job seeking and resume creation. 1-on-1 help will be
available as well.

March 24 - Youth Rights

West Coast Leaf Legal socieity will hold a workshop focused
on equailty and Youth Rights.

If you are interested in
volunteering with the office,
please get in touch!

604-873-7621
gregor.robertson@
vancouver.ca

Vancouver-East MP
Jenny Kwan 604-775-5800
jenny.kwan@parl.gc.ca

Vancouver Police
Department
Non-Emergency -

604-717-3321. For
emergencies, call 911.

B.C. government
programs and services
general inquiries -

604-660-2421

Legal Aid BC - A range of
free legal aid services.
604-408-2172
Tenant Resource and
Advocacy Centre - Legal
information and resources
for B.C. Tenants.
604-255-0546
tenants.bc.ca

Medical Services Plan of
B.C. - 604-683-7151
BC 211 - Referrals and

B.C. Representative for
Children and Youth -

Support and advocacy for
children and youth in the
child welfare system.
TF: 1-800-476-3933. For a
child in danger needing
protection, call the children’s
help line: 310-1234
(no area code required)

Independent Office of
the Ombudsperson -

Receives complaints and
conducts investigations into
misconduct by provincial
public authorities.
TF: 1-800-567-3247

Women Against
Violence Against
Women- Services and

support for all women who
have experienced sexualized
violence. 24-Hour crisis line:
604-255-6344
wavaw.ca

Disability Alliance B.C. Programs, services and
advocacy for people with
disabilities.
Advocacy Access program
for assistance with disability
benefits: 604-872-1278
Other programs:
604-875-0188
QMunity- A queer resource

centre in Vancouver.
information for community,
604-684-5307 x 100
social and government services. reception@qmunity.ca
BC211.ca or dial 211

